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If these bills were classified according to contents and purpose 
and not according to States some bills would fall into two classes and 
we would have the following results: 

1. To repeal the existing law and re-enact the old law: four in 
Wisconsin, 18 A, 20 A, 21 A and 78 S. 

2. For a more complete assessment of mortgages as personal 
property: one in Minnesota, 225 S; two in Illinois, 157 H and 693 H; 
three in Wisconsin, 78 S, 247 A and 329 A. 

3. For recording tax: one in Minnesota, 111 S; one in Wisconsin, 
540 A. 

4. For a personal property tax but allowing the mortgagor to 
make deductions, the Indiana system: one in Illinois, 693 H.; one 
in Iowa, 191 S. 

5. For the system of taxing mortgages as an interest in the real 
estate, the Wisconsin system: one in Iowa, 4 H., 83 S. 

6. For an annual tax: one in Minnesota, 225 S. 

Robert Campbell. 

Reciprocal Demurrage. This subject which has come into promi- 
nence in very recent years, is attracting considerable attention at the 
present sessions of the States legislatures. The failure of the railroad 
companies to furnish reasonably adequate service for transportation 
has aroused the people to an attempt to compel them to supply cars 
for transporting products upon reasonable notice. Such legislation 
becomes of real importance only in those States where a large part of 
the commerce is intra-State. The decision of the United States 
Supreme Court in April, 1906 (Houston and Texas Central Railroad 
Co. v. Mayes, 201 U. S. 321) which declared that the attempt to com- 
pel railroad companies to furnish cars for inter-state commerce is a 
violation of the interstate commerce clause of the Constitution, has 
rendered such laws ineffective in many States. In those States which 
have a large volume of intra-state commerce, such as Illinois, and 
New York, a reciprocal demurrage law could quite effectually accom- 
plish the desired ends. In these two States bills proposing to penalize 
railroad companies for failure to furnish cars after reasonable notice, 
are being agressively pushed. Bills are also before the legislatures of 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Michigan, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Pennsylvania and Indiana. These all embody some of the main fea- 
tures of reciprocal demurrage by requiring cars to be furnished and to 
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be loaded or unloaded within a reasonable time In some of these 
States reciprocal demurrage will be effective and in conjunction 
with a national law, which is being urged will require the railroads 
to furnish reasonably adequate facilities for transportation so far as 
laws can accomplish that end. Tohtj A Tap 

Social Democratic Program in the Wisconsin Legislature. 1 It is 

frequently held that the socialists do not have a constructive pro- 
gram. The six social-democratic members of the State legislature of 
Wisconsin, however, have advanced about seventy carefully drawn 
measures, which indicate the lines along which they intend to carry 
out their ideas. They are limited more or less of course, by present 
constitutional provisions but they propose a number of constitutional 
amendments, and even a constitutional convention, by which they 
hope to make way for further socialistic legislation. 

It should be noted that some of the measures which the socialists 
have advanced heretofore, are now being taken up by representatives 
of other parties. Whenever this occurs, the socialists first satisfy 
themselves that the measure is properly drawn, and if so, they do not 
introduce a bill themselves, but support these measures. In the pres- 
ent State legislature of Wisconsin, there are some eight or ten meas- 
ures of this kind introduced by republicans and democrats. Nearly 
all of these had been introduced by the socialists at previous sessions, 
but had been voted down. The socialists, while supporting these 
measures, still claim them as a part of their program and use their 
utmost effort to advance them. 

In this line, may be mentioned a bill to give the referendum to 
cities, which was introduced by a democratic assemblyman; a sweep- 
ing municipal ownership bill, almost identically the same as the one 
introduced two years ago by the socialists, now introduced by a 
republican assemblyman. The proposition for an amendment to the 
constitution to provide for direct legislation in State matters, was 
introduced by a republican and is supported by the socialists, as is 
also another measure for the recall. A bill by a republican senator 

'The following summary of social-democratic activities in the Wisconsin 
legislature was written by the Hon. Carl D. Thompson, national committeeman 
of the social-democratic party and leader of the socialist group in the Wisconsin 
assembly. The party has five assemblymen and one senator in the present 
legislature. 



